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Copa and Cogeca’s views on the 
current revision of the animal 
welfare legislation in the EU



Mission 

Objective 

Promoting European farmers and 
agri-cooperatives views to influence
Eu decision-making process and 
public opinion.

To ensure a viable, innovative, 
competitive EU agriculture and agri-
food sector guaranteeing food 
security to half a billion people 
throughout Europe. 



In 1962, a joint Secretariat was created, making it one of the largest and 
most active organisations in Brussels for the past 60 years.

Created in 1958

22 million European farmers 
and family members

65 full members from the EU 
Member States and 30 partner 
organisations

Created in 1959

22,000 European agricultural 
cooperatives

30 full members from the EU 
Member States, 4 affiliated members 
and 30 partner organisations



On the revision of the animal welfare legislation
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Legal and political context of the revision:
The European Green Deal
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Farm to Fork:
Fitness Check AW legislation



Farm to Fork:
Fitness Check AW legislation



What legal texts?
Animal Welfare legislation timeline in the EU

1974
74/577/EEC

Directive
Protection of animals in slaughterhouses

1977
77/489/EEC

Directive
Protection of animals during transport

1978 European Convention on animal welfare

1986
86/113/EEC

Directive
Protection of laying hens

1991
91/629/EEC

Directive
Protection of calves

1991
91/630/EEC

Directive
Protection of pigs

1993
93/119/EC

Directive
Protection of animals in slaughterhouses

1998
98/58/EC

Directive
Protection of animals kept for farming purposes

1999
99/74/EC

Directive
Protection of laying hens

2005
1/2005 (EC)

Regulation
Protection of animals during transport

2007
2007/43/EC

Directive
Protection of chickens kept for meat production

2008
2008/120/EC

Directive
Protection of pigs

2008
2008/119/EC

Directive
Protection of calves

2009
1099/2009 (EC)

Regulation
Protection of animals at the time of killing



Legislative package expected in 
2023
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Commission’s work and decision-making process

Public consultations: 2020-2021

EFSA’s scientific opinions: potentially 
all to be published by June 2023.

Talks between stakeholders and 
Commission 

First draft legislative proposals 
potentially ready by September 2023 
(exceptions – official controls -
transport by sea, to be published early 
2023).



EFSA’s scientific opinions on Animal Welfare

• 7 mandates, 11 opinions to be presented

• 1 mandate & 5 opinions on protection of animals during transport
(cattle, pigs, horses, sheep & goats, transported in containers). √ 
published

• 1 mandate/opinion on protection of pigs √ published

• 1 mandate/opinion on protection of calves pending

• 1 mandate/opinion on protection of laying hens pending

• 1 mandate/opinion on protection of broilers pending

• 1 mandate/opinion on protection of ducks, geese and quail pending

• 1 mandate/opinion on protection of dairy cows pending



Impact Assessment



Impact Assessment

Dairy cows, cattle and calves for meat suckler cows

Dehorning/ Disbudding

Castration practices
Individual pens/ tie stalls for dairy cows and calves

Fully slatted floors
Space allowance
Enrichment and feeding

Genetic traits

Ernest & Young



DG Sante’s subgroups activity

Animal transport

Animal welfare at the time of killing

Welfare of poultry

Welfare of calves and dairy cows

Welfare of pigs

Labelling in Animal Welfare



Our views

Past progress & socio-economic reality

What is feasible & what do we need? 

Our actions in Brussels
Towards the institutions

Among other stakeholders



Concluding remarks

EU Producers keep animals in the highest animal welfare standards, 
The profitability of animal production determines investments in increasing 
animal welfare, 
Regulations and political decisions should be based on scientific evidence and 
practical experience, and not on the subjective feelings of the unconscious 
society, 

The practical knowledge and experience of most animal producers are at the 
expert level, 

Only healthy animals kept to high welfare standards can benefit producers
Producers can be responsible for the processes taking place on farms in animal 
production, 

Suppliers of means of production for animal husbandry should be responsible 
for the materials they supply.

Livestock farming in the EU is based on investment over the generations.



Miguel Ángel Higuera

Thank you for your attention ! 


